
Client Stories

DWIGHT

He was able to earn his psychology
degree and acquire his peer support
certification. Dwight now works as a
direct peer support specialist at Seven
Counties Services and hopes to
become a project coordinator. Now,
after 17 years as a client of House of
Ruth, Dwight is graduating from our
Long-Term Housing Program and
looking for his dream home. You can
watch Dwight tell his story by visiting
bit.ly/unlockinghope.

JAMES
James lived recklessly for many years
as he struggled with substance use
disorder. He realized that he needed
help, and came to House of Ruth. He
was able to move into one of the
Emergency Shelter Beds at Glade
House. He found pride in taking care
of Glade House as he worked toward
recovery, he became a great
candidate for our Short-Term Housing
Program. 

LATISA
LaTisa has been a client of House of
Ruth since she was diagnosed with
HIV in 2003 and considers it an
important part of her life and her
family’s lives. LaTisa was in addiction
recovery and six months pregnant
when she learned she was HIV+. She
wanted to do everything she could to
avoid passing the disease to her baby,
so as soon as she was diagnosed, she
went to The 550 Clinic. There, she was
given education and a referral to
House of Ruth. Thankfully, taking HIV
medication as prescribed throughout
pregnancy reduces the rate of
transmission from mother to baby to
under 1%. LaTisa has raised a healthy
family while HIV-positive: neither her
children nor her partner has HIV. 
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Our Housing Case Manager Nayia Green
works with about 24 patients who utilize
House of Ruth’s Long-Term Housing
Program. Each day, she supports her
clients with their treatment plans and
goals. She collaborates with almost
everyone on the House of Ruth staff to get
her clients’ needs met. She also
collaborates with community partners 
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outside of House of Ruth and works closely with many property managers
in our community. Sometimes, being a case manager can mean being the
only resource for someone who doesn’t have anyone else. Read “A Day in
the Life of Nayia” on our blog at HouseOfRuth.net.

Dwight began doing drugs as a young
man. Nearly 17 years ago, he was
diagnosed with HIV. In addition to his
addiction, Dwight had been struggling
with diabetes. Very shortly after his
HIV diagnosis, Dwight woke up to
almost complete vision loss, and at his
lowest point, Dwight attempted to end
his life. Dwight came to House of Ruth
shortly thereafter. He got education
about and support for his HIV and
substance abuse disorder. We were
there for Dwight during hard times so
that he could focus on healing and
building a life for himself. 

James worked toward his individual
goals and went to group and individual
therapy. He took advantage of every
meeting and became a peer support
sponsor to support others struggling
with substance use disorder. After two
years of working through the Short-
Term Housing Program, James
graduated. He received a Housing
Choice Voucher (Section 8) allowing
him to move into his dream apartment
in the neighborhood of his choice.
James is now celebrating four years of
sobriety and has an apartment and a
car! He makes sure to stay in touch
with the staff at Glade House to let
them know how well he is doing.

18 years later, LaTisa’s daughter — the
daughter whose conception brought
about LaTisa’s HIV diagnosis — has
been accepted to a university and is
headed to college in the fall. “She
wants to own her own business
someday,” LaTisa says. “I’m just so
proud of her.”

http://bit.ly/unlockinghope.
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Lunch With Ruth

Come join us for Lunch with Ruth! One-hour, free
lunches and tours are held monthly on the 2nd

Thursday (see dates below) from 12:00 -1:00 PM.
Come spend an hour with us and learn more about

House of Ruth. 

HAVE LUNCH ON US!

October 6: Porcini

November 3: The Post

December 1: TBD 

January: Blue Dog and Red Hog

February: Come Back Inn

October 14     November 11     December 9

Lunch with Ruth is simply informational, we will not
ask you for financial support. If you’re interested in

attending, please contact Katrina Hutchins at
khutchins@houseofruth.net or 502.587.5080 x23.

Dining Out for Life 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

(follow us for updates)


